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Greetings in Christ! 

On the morning of October 31st, 2005, I had the blessing of traveling with Fr. 
Sabu Kuriakose, lecturer and registrar of the Orthodox Theological Seminary, 
as well as Principal Secretary to the new Bava Thirumeni.  We left from the 
OTS at 5:30am and arrived in time for Morning Prayer by 6:30am.  

When the curtain was unveiled, sixteen fully vested bishops and three garbed 
priests in the madhbaha were revealed to the participating faithful.  It was both 
beautiful and awe-full, as the bishops lined the sides of the altar, two of the 
vested priests were      Thomas Mar Makarios celebrated the Holy Qurbana 
joined in the madhbaha by Mar Osthathios, Mar Timotheos, Mar Ivanios, Mar 
Eusebios, Mar Epiphanos, Mar Militheos (Kunnamkulam), Mar Pachomios, Mar 
Clemis, Mar Coorilos, Mar Severios, Mar Athanasios (Chengannur), Mar 

St. Gregorios Orthodox Church, Oak Park would like to express joy and 
give thanks to God as the Church enters into a new era in her history 
with the enthronement of her new Supreme Head, His Holiness Mor 
Thoma Baselios Didymos I. We wish our Father, the successor of Saint 
Thomas, all spiritual wisdom, health, long life and God's providence to 
lead the Church to many more spiritual attainments and higher divine 
goals.   
 His Holiness started his service to the Church as a monk when he was a 
teenager. He was called to the monastic life by the late Metropolitan Mar 
Dionysius of Niranam. He went through a rigorous monastic life that 
tuned his body through hard work, his mind through intense discipline 
and his spirit through spiritual exercise. Mor Baselios Didymos I is an 
exemplification of eastern monastic life.       CONTD PAGE  2
  

Bava Enthronement:  A Closer View—Saju Varghese 

Mor Thoma Baselios Didymos I—George Achen 

CONTD PAGE 3  



 

 

 

   

  GREGORIAN GAZETTE PAGE 2 

(FROM PAGE 1) Mor Didymos is not just a monk who is enamored with some ascetic 
practices of monasticism. He is endowed with erudition which he derived from his long 
career as a student of theology, mathematics and English literature. Prior to his 
consecration to the episcopate, he had been a professional educator holding various 
positions in the academia. He was a mathematics instructor for many years and a high 
school headmaster for more than a decade. After receiving his post graduate degree in 
English literature, he held his lectureship in English literature when St. Stephen’s college of 
Pathanapuram came into existence. His Holiness is also rightly credited with musical skills. 

The new Shepherd has many challenges in front of him. The most important challenge he 
has to face is the spiritual crisis that debilitates the mission of the Church. The spiritual 
aridity being experienced within all the ranks of the Church from top to bottom should be 
of primary concern for our new Bava. We hope he will mobilize all his energies and efforts 
to rejuvenate this old Church with new spiritual vitality and vigor. 

The second challenge that confronts the Church is our relationship with the Patriarch of 
Antioch and his supporters in Malankara. We urge our new Shepherd to initiate 
negotiations leading to the autocephaly and autonomy of the Church of Malankara and to 
cordial relationship with the Patriarchate of Antioch. We hope he will take adequate steps 
to deal with this crisis and close this chapter in the history of our church. Let us all continue 
to pray that God blesses Bava and the Church.          (obligation to the Indian Orthodox 
Herald) 

1921 HIvtSm-_À amkw 29þmw XobXn Xncp-hÃ s\Sp{¼w apf-aq-«nÂ C«nbhncm tXma-kn-
tâbpw amth-en-¡c Nnd-taÂ timim-½-bp-tSbpw\mem-as¯  =p{X-\mbn kn.-Sn. 
tXmakv @qPm-X-\m-bn. 18þm-as¯ hb-ÊnÂ ]¯-\m-]pcw Xmt_mÀ Zb-dm-bnÂ, Imew 
sNbvX A@n-hµy amÀ tXm½m Znh-¶m-tkymkv sa{Xm-t¸m-eo-¯-bpsS in£-W-¯nÂ 
k\ym-k\w Bcw-@n-¨p. hµy kn.-Fw. tXmakv d¼m-̈ ³ HmIvkvt^mÀUn-tebpw Iufn 
B{i-a-¯n-tebpw A²y-b\-hpw, =cn-io-e-\hpw Ignªv amth-en-¡-c-bnÂ Xncn-s -̈¯n-
b-t¸mÄ amXr-C-S-hI Hcp kzoI-cWw \ÂIp-I-bp-−m-bn. hn.IpÀ_m\ at²y A©mw 
Xp_vtZ³ hmbn¨ _mes\ _:d¼m-¨³ =}tXyIw {i²n-¨p. hn. IpÀºm\ Ignªv 

Cu _me-s\-¡p-dn¨v At\z-jn¨p a\-Ên-em¡n =nXm-hns\ hcp-¯n. “Chs\ Rm³ Zb-

dm-bn-te¡p sIm−p-t]m-I-bm-Wv.”  ]nXm-hnsâ    ]qÀ®-k--X-t¯m-Sp-IqSn kn.-Sn. tXma-
kns\ ]¯-\m-]pcw Xmt_mÀ Zb-dm-bnÂ {=th-in-¸n-¨p. ]cn-Ir-jvS-amb B{i-a-Po-hn-X-
¯n-sâ _me-}=m-T-§Ä Kpcp-hnÂ \n¶pw kzmb- -̄am¡n. A¶s¯ B{i-a-Po-hnXw 
=«n-Wn-bp-tSbpw ITn-\m-²zm\-¯n-tâbpw \mfp-IÄ Bbn-cp-¶p. Ggp t\cs¯ {=mÀ°-
\, thZ-hm-b-\, [ym\w, au\w, {hX-\n-b-a§-fmb A\p-k-c-Ww, Zmcn-{Zyw, {_Ò-N-cyw, 
Bcm-[-\, apS-§m-sX-bpÅ Ip¼-km-cw, t\m¼v, D]-hm-kw, PmK-cWw apX-em-b-h-
sbÃmIrXy-am-bpw, kt´m-j-t¯m-sSbpw Xsâ Pohn-X-N-cy-I-fnÂ Øm\w =nSn-¨p. 
km¼-¯nI =cm-[o-\X \Ã-Xp-t]mse A\p-@hn-¨p. FÃmw ssZh -Xr-¡-c-§-fnÂ kaÀ¸n-
¨p-sIm−v k\ym-k-Po-hn-X-¯nÂ =cn-tim-@n-¨p. 

D¶-X-hn-Zym-@ym-k-¯n\v km¼-¯nI ]cm-[o-\-X-IÄ D−m-bn-cp-s¶-¦nepw kp¸o-cn-bÀ 

Xncp-ta\n B{i-amw-K-§sf hnZym-@ym-k-¯n-\-b-̈ p. 1942 amÀ¨v 11\v tImdptbm Bbpw, 

1947 sabv 22\=qÀ®-si-½m-i-\m-bpw. 1950 P\p-hcn 25\v IÈo\m ]«w ]:Koh-dp-Kokv 
ZznXo-b³ _mhm-bnÂ \n¶pw kzo-I-cn-¨p. 

hnZym-@ymkw Ignªp Xncn-s¨-¯nb _:kn.Sn tXma-k-¨s\ XrÈn-\m-¸-Ån-bn-epÅ s]
m¶-BbT sslkvIqÄ slUvam-ÌÀ Bbn amt\-PÀ Xncp-ta\n \nb-a-Nn-¨p. 1959 þÂ 

_tÊ-en-tbmkv amÀt¯m½m ZnZn-tamkv H¶m-a³ - D¯a k\ym-kn.                                   
 Very Rev: Rrmban Elias Koshy, Mount Tabor Dayara, Pathanapuram, Kerala 
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(FROM PAGE 1)  in charge of the marvahasas (fans), and the third priest (Fr. O. 
Thomas) took the dubhakutti (censer).  H.G. Thomas Mar Makarios celebrated the Holy 
Qurbana joined in the madhbaha by Mar Osthathios, Mar Timotheos, Mar Ivanios, Mar 
Eusebios, Mar Epiphanos, Mar Militheos (Kunnamkulam), Mar Pachomios, Mar Clemis, 
Mar Coorilos, Mar Severios, Mar Athanasios (Chengannur), Mar Militheos (Trissur), 
Mar Ireneaus, Mar Theophilos and Mar Gregorios.  

The Holy Qurbana was an awesome experience led by the strong spiritual presence of 
our bishops, combined with the overwhelming sensory experience of the bishops in their 
beautiful and splendid liturgical vestments, enhanced by the rows of black-robed deacons 
on the right-hand side of the church who stood at the foot of the madhbaha, who were 
complemented magnificently by the rows of the seminarians wearing white on the left-
hand side, standing at the foot of the madhbaha.  In addition to the spiritual leadership of 
the bishops and the overpowering visual dimension of the Holy Qurbana, the strength 
and discipline of the seminarians who chanted and led responses coupled with the full 
participation of the faithful, who in very short notice arrived from churches all over 
Kerala, made this Holy Qurbana a particularly unique experience. 

 As all of the Holy Mysteries that are supposed to take place during the Holy Qurbana 
(i.e. baptism, ordination, marriage) the service of the Blessing of the Catholicos also took 
place following the intercessory prayers of the saints (Nayavan Panapole…).  While 
there were, naturally, differences from normal liturgical services of the Church (as 
different services incorporate various unique aspects), the Blessing Service followed the 
same basic structure of any of the Church’s liturgies (i.e. included a Promion/Sedra, 
Ethro, both Epistle Readings, and a Gospel Reading).  Since I cannot go over the entire 
service (due to obvious lack of expertise and knowledge) I will share some of my 
personal moments and reflections that stood out from the day: 

1) Bishops Reading Epistles: The Universal Epistle was read by H.G. Geevarghese 
Mar Ivanios and the Pauline Epistle was read by H.G. Paulos Mar Milithios. I am not 
sure why I listed this as a top moment, but there was something very humbling 
about both thirumenis in their full vestments reading what normally an un-ordained 
acolyte will read.  It was refreshing by my account. 
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  {InÌv NÀ¨v tImtf-PnÂ Fw.F bv¡v Ab¨p ]Tn-¸n-¨p. FÃm ]co£Ifnepw D¶-\n-e-
hmcw ]peÀ¯n hnP-bn¨p Xncn-¨p-h-¶-t¸mÄ ]¯-\m-]p-cs¯ _rl-¯mb sslkvIq-
fn-sâ slUvamÌÀ Bbpw, B{i-a-¯nsâ {][m\ Npa-X-e-¡m-c-\mbpw kp¸o-cn-bÀ Xncp-
ta\n \nb-an¨p. 1964 þÂ ]¯-\m-]p-c¯p tImtfPv A\p-h-Zn¨p In«n-b-t¸mÄ Cw¥ojv 
Un¸mÀ«vsaâv ta[m-hn-bm-bn. 

1965 sabv 16\v ]: HutK³ _mhm-bnÂ \n¶pw d¼m³ Øm\w kzoI-cn-¨p. Cu @mcn¨ 
D¯-c-hm-Zn-Xz-§Ä¡n-S-bnepw Xsâ B{i-a-\n-jvT-IÄ¡v bmsXmcp hnLv\hpw hcp-
¯msX AXnÂ IqSp-XÂ Xmev}-]cyhpw BßmÀ°-Xbpw ]peÀ¯n-bn-cp-¶p. X¶nÂ 
\n£n-]vX-am-bn-cp¶ FÃm HutZym-KnI Npa-X-e-Ifpw hfsc @wKn-bmbn \nÀÆ-ln-¨p-¶p. 
1965 Unkw-_À 25#v Fw.-Un. skan-\m-cn-bnÂ IqSnb ae-¦c AtÊm-kn-tb-j³ aäp \mep 
t]tcmSp IqSn _: kn.-Sn. tXmakv d¼m-¨-t\bpw taO¸« Øm\-t¯¡v Xncsª-Sp-¯p. 
1966 HmKÌv 24\v tIme-t©cn skâv. ]otägvkv Bâv skâv t]mÄkv HmÀ¯-
tUmIvkv ]Ån-bnÂ h¨v ]: HutKÂ _mh, Xotam-¯n-tbmkv F¶ t]-cnÂ sa{Xm-t¸m-
eo-¯-bmbn A@n-tjIw sNbvXp. 1966 \hw-_À 11\v IpSn-tbä @{Zm-k-\-amb ae-_m-dnsâ 
Akn-Ìâp sa{Xm-t¸m-eo-¯-bmbn NmÀsP-Sp-¯p. bmsXm¶pw ssIap-X-en-ÃmsX, Xma-k-
ku-I-cy-an-ÃmsX, bm{Xm kuI-cy-an-ÃmsX At±lw Xsâ IrXy-\nÀh-l-W-¯n-te¡p {]
th-in-¨p. tImgn-t¡ms« \S-¡mhp ]Ån-bpsS Ncn-¸p-apdn Ac-a-\-bm-¡n, hnZymÀ°n-I-
fpsS tlmÌ-enÂ \n¶pw @£Ww Ign-¨v, s{Sbn-\nepw _knepw bm{X sNbvXv @{Zm-k-\-
¯nsâ FÃm tImWp-I-fnepw F¯n Xsâ AP-K-W-§-fpsS Bßob ZnjvS-Xn-IÄ \S-
¯n-s¡m-Sp-¯n-cp-¶p. 

Xsâ {]mÀ°\m Pohn-Xhpw B{i-a-\n-jvT-Ifpw AWp-InS sXän-¡msX A²zm-\n-¨-

Xnsâ ^e-ambn ae-_mÀ @{Zm-k\w A@n-hr-²n-bpsS ]mX-bnÂ ]ptcm-K-an-¨p. 41 

hÀjs¯ A{im´ ]cn-{iaw sIm−v ae-_mÀ @{Zm-k\w aäp @{Zm-k-\-§-tfm-sSm¸w 
DbÀ¶p h¶p. A\p-k-c-W-hpw, A¨-S-¡hpw DÅ Hcp ]äw  sshZn-Icpw CS-hI P\-

§fpw A@n-hµy Xncp-ta-\n-bpsS {]hÀ¯-\-§Ä¡v iàn ]IÀ¶-tXm-Sp-IqSn @{Zm-k-\-

¯nsâ ]ptcm-KXn Xzcn-X-¸-«p. 1968 s^{_p-hcn 2\v Xsâ ap³K-man A@n-h-µy ]t{Xmkv 

amÀ HkvXm-¯n-tbmkv Xncp-ta\n Imew sNbvX-Xns\ XpSÀ¶v ae-_mÀ @{Zm-k-\-¯nsâ 
sa{Xm-t¸m-eo-¯-bmbn Ah-tcm-[n-¡-s¸-«p. 

@àn km{µ-hpw, kwKo-Xm-ß-I-hp-amb Xncp-ta-\n-bpsS Bcm-[-\-I-fnÂ kw_-Ôn-¡p-¶-

hÀ¡v Ahm-Ny-amb kzÀ¤ob B\µw e@n-¨p-sIm-−n-cn-¡p-¶p. Xncp-ta-\n-bpsS {]mÀ°-
\bpw t\m¼pw PmK-c-Whpw Ip¼n-Soepw cl-ky-{]mÀ°-\-Ifpw k\ym-k-\-¯nsâ ]c-a-
Im-jvT-bnÂ F¯n-¨n-cn-¡p-¶p. cm{Xn-bm-a-§-fnÂ X\nsb Xsâ kzÀKo-b-]n-Xm-hp-ambn 

kw-kÀKw sN¿p¶ A\p@hw Xsâ t{ijvT Kpcp-hnÂ \n¶pw Bhm-ln-s¨-Sp-¯n-«p-Å-

Xv C¶pw A@wKw XpS-cp-¶p. CXn-s\Ãmw D]cn Xs¶ Xmtem-en¨p hfÀ¯n Xs¶-¡mÄ 

t{ijvT-\m-¡n-XoÀ¯ henb Xncp-ta-\n-tbm-SpÅ Kpcp-@àn Bscbpw AXn-i-bn-¸n-¡pw. 
]¯-\m-]p-c-¯pw, ae-_m-dnepw bmX--\-I-fn-epw, {]bm-k-§-fnepw Xf-cmsX Xm§n-

\nÀ¯n-bXv Xsâ {]mÀ°-\m-Po-hn-Xhpw AN-©-e-amb ssZh-@-àn-bpw, hnizm-khpw  

]:k@tbm-SpÅ Iqdpw, kvt\l-hpw, ]nXm-¡·m-tcm-SpÅ A\p-k-c-Whpw hn\-bhpw 

At±-ls¯ ]:k@bpsS ]c-am-²y£\mbn DbÀ¯n. @mc-X-k-\ym-k-\-¯nsâ apJ-ap-{Z-

bmb “Simple living and high thinking” Cu ]nXm-hnÂ kzmÀ°-I-am-Wv. 1972 apXÂ 

Xmt_mÀ B{i-a-¯nsâ kp¸o-cn-b-cmbn C¶p-hsc XpS-cp¶ ]. ]nXm-hnsâ @c-W-Im-
e¯v B{i-a-¯n-\pw, aT-¯n-\pw, _Ô-Øm--]-\-§Ä¡pw D−mb ]ptcm-KXn AhÀ®-

\o-b-am-Wv. Xsâ {]mÀ°\ Pohn-X-¯n-epw, kvt\l-h-e-b-̄ nepw B{i-amw-K-§sf 
H¶n-¨p-sIm-−p-t]m-Ip-hm³ ]. ]nXm-hn\v km[n-¡p-¶p. 

2005 HIvtSm-_À 31\v ]cp-a-e-bnÂ h¨v ae-¦c HmÀ -̄tUmIvkv k@-bpsS Ggm-as¯ 
Imt¯m-en¡ ]. _tk-en-tbmkv amÀt¯m½m ZoZn-tamkv  H¶m-a³ Øm\m-tcm-
lWw sN¿-s -̧«p. ]. ]nXm-hn-\v Bbp-cm-tcm-Ky-§-fpw, {]hÀ -̄\-ti-jn-bpw, IÀ½-
Ip-i-e-Xbpw Db-c-̄ nÂ \n¶pw k@-bpsS \mY³ A\-h-cXw sNmcnªp sImSp-¡-
Wta F¶ {]mÀ°\ FÃm AP-K-W-§-fnÂ \n¶pw Dbcpw F¶p-Å-Xn\pw 

(FROM PAGE 2)  
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(FROM PAGE 3 )service (due to obvious lack of expertise and knowledge) I will share 
some of my personal moments and reflections that stood out from the day. 

1) Bishops Reading Epistles: The Universal Epistle was read by H.G. Geevarghese Mar 
Ivanios and the Pauline Epistle was read by H.G. Paulos Mar Milithios. I am not sure why I 
listed this as a top moment, but there was something very humbling about both thirumenis 
in their full vestments reading what normally an un-ordained acolyte will read.  It was 
refreshing by my account. 

2) Face-to-Face: There is a point in the service where all the bishops face the Catholicos 
candidate, in this case, Mar Timotheos.   At this time, certain prayers are prayed by the 
eldest bishop (Mar Osthathios) over him.  It stuck out in my mind as great symbolism and 
imagery, one almost of a confrontation (without the negative connotation) as his equals 
faced him.  It was a moment when the Catholicos-to-be looked at those who selected him, 
those who trusted him, those who would willingly and humbly submit to his leadership.  
Before the Holy Qurbana began there was a great complement to this image as the bishops 
prostrated themselves in front of Mar Timotheos.  The image of the bishops bowing fully, 
some who at their age could barely make it to their knees, was a very powerful symbolic 
component of the Service.  It was a moment that helped me to develop a picture of the 
Church’s understanding of humbleness, authority, and obedience.  These bishops, 
regardless of what they had done for the Church, how long they had been working, serving, 
no matter what positions they held, or criticisms they had received, no matter what their 
situations, were submitting themselves to the one that they as a collegial body chose to be 
first among equals.  That process and choice of submission was manifested in a very physical 
manner through the act of prostration.  Equally as significant was that Mar Timotheos, 
while facing his equals, joined them by kneeling before them.  The final image was sixteen 
bishops on their knees, with fifteen all facing one.  I understood from the Service that the 
Catholicos does not rule over the Church as an unquestioned dictator, but rather leads her 
with humility and obedience under the consent and authority that the Church (represented 
here by the collegial body of bishops) authorizes and blesses him with.  Most of us only see 
one side of this balance though, however, the role of humility, obedience, and service in the 
life of the bishop is clear in the symbolic positioning and prayers throughout this liturgy.   

 3) The Laying on of Hands: At this point there was some disorder in the Service as the 
bishops circled Mar Timotheos and placed their right hands on his head as the marvahasas 
were shaking, small bells were rung, and the large bell tolled.  Prayers invoking the Holy 
Spirit to solemnize and commune were prayed, along with the official pronouncement of 
the name of the new Catholicos, Parishudha (His Holiness) Catholicos Baselios Marthoma 
Didymus Prethamen (1st). From the outside we could see nothing except the backs of the 
bishops’ vestments.  There were no faces, no individuals, but somehow order in this 
disorder, unity in the confusion, and when it was over the church and liturgy had moved 
from a spirit of humility and preparation to one of excitement and rejoicing. 

 4) AXIOS!: Axios! He is worthy! Axios!  His Holiness, the Catholicos, Baselios Marthoma 
Didymus Prethamen was seated in his bishop’s throne and was received and welcomed by 
all the assembled bishops, priests, deacons, and laypersons as the head of the Malankara 
Orthodox Church with chants and shouts of their approval.  Sets of prayers and 
introduction of the new Catholicos to the assembled were followed by three chants of 
“Axios!” led by the clergy three times and responded to by the people three times.  Each         CONTD PAGE 6 
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(FROM PAGE 5) 3) The Laying on of Hands: At this point there was some disorder in 
the Service as the bishops circled Mar Timotheos and placed their right hands on his head as 
the marvahasas were shaking, small bells were rung, and the large bell tolled.  Prayers 
invoking the Holy Spirit to solemnize and commune were prayed, along with the official 
pronouncement of the name of the new Catholicos, Parishudha (His Holiness) Catholicos 
Baselios Marthoma Didymus Prethamen (1st). From the outside we could see nothing 
except the backs of the bishops’ vestments.  There were no faces, no individuals, but 
somehow order in this disorder, unity in the confusion, and when it was over the church 
and liturgy had moved from a spirit of humility and preparation to one of excitement and 
rejoicing. 

4) AXIOS!: Axios! He is worthy! Axios!  His Holiness, the Catholicos, Baselios Marthoma 
Didymus Prethamen was seated in his bishop’s throne and was received and welcomed by 
all the assembled bishops, priests, deacons, and laypersons as the head of the Malankara 
Orthodox Church with chants and shouts of their approval.  Sets of prayers and 
introduction of the new Catholicos to the assembled were followed by three chants of 
“Axios!” led by the clergy three times and responded to by the people three times.  Each 
time “Axios!” was chanted, Baselios Marthoma Didymus Prethamen Catholicos’ throne 
would be lifted from the ground by his fellow bishops where he would bless the entire 
assembly with the Sign of the Cross while in the air.  The whole set of chanting “Axios!” 
occurred three times totaling eighteen chants of “Axios!” (Three led by the clergy, followed 
by three chants from the people). 

 5) THE Moment:  In a day blessed by God, guided by the Holy Spirit, and appropriately 
presided over and participated in by God’s people, the most beautiful, appropriate, and 
fitting conclusion to the day’s activities occurred nearing the conclusion of the Service.  
This defining moment added even more to the fervor, mystique and joy of the day took 
place unexpectedly and left everyone unprepared and quite surprised in a great way.  As the 
presentation of the Staff (vadi) of the Catholicos was about to be made to Didymus 
Prethamen Bava, His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Mathews Didyan (2nd) Bava arrived and 
appeared seemingly out of nowhere in the altar.  There was quietness; or rather a buzz as 
Mathews Didyan Bava could be seen amidst all the vested bishops.  That buzz soon erupted 
into a frenzy (at least as frenzied as a church can get).  For example, to this point in the day, 
which began over two hours ago, I had been generally unchallenged for my front row, 
unimpeded view and full access positioning to the Service, but within seconds I was quickly 
rushed, pushed, moved aside from all sides by people who wanted to catch a glimpse, 
people who wanted just one clear picture of Valiya Bava.  It was very much madness as 
people scrambled trying to edge their cameras for positioning, arms, heads, bodies 
everywhere pushing farther and farther forward until eventually I was pushed to the second 
step of the madhbaha and attempting to take pictures in the space between a professional 
cameraman’s head and his camera, which he held high above his head.  Granted, I would 
rather not have been taking pictures at all and enjoy the moment a little more, but I knew I 
would regret it later on.   

Nonetheless, the atmosphere swelled in some confusion, but general happiness as Valiya 
Bava presented his staff (the Catholicos’ staff) to his successor, Didymus Prethamen Bava 
then held that staff triumphantly and high to show it to the entire church.  It was most 
fitting that Mathews Didyan Bava was able to hand over his staff, the symbol of his 
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(FROM  PAGE 6) Nonetheless, the atmosphere swelled in some confusion, but general 
happiness as Valiya Bava presented his staff (the Catholicos’ staff) to his successor, 
Didymus Prathaman Bava then held that staff triumphantly and high to show it to the 
entire church.  It was most fitting that Mathews Didyan Bava was able to hand over his 
staff, the symbol of his authority, to his successor.  

The absence of Valiya Bava throughout the Holy Qurbana and the Blessing had been 
noticeable and the void was felt by everyone, which was dramatically evident when the 
already intense atmosphere of Parumala Pally was raised to a new level upon his arrival.  
His absence had been the only shadow on a very blessed day, but no one expected Valiya 
Bava to be  present with his health in continual decline, so the surprising arrival of Valiya 
Bava blessed and completed all of the celebrations and further magnified (quite 
dramatically) the significance of the day for the Church.   

6) Valiya Bava: Following the service of the Blessing of the Catholicos, and after Holy 
Qurbana had been given, Didymus Prethamen Bava censed Parumala Thirumeni’s grave.  
This was followed by the reception of both Mathews Didyan Bava and Didymus 
Prethamen Bava by the Church as the sacramental services were over.  The Church 
includes specific chants to receive bishops, as well as chants seeking their blessings, that 
under the leadership of the seminarians, were led and participated in beautifully.  It was 
during the participation in this service that I was left with a particularly vivid image of 
Mathews Didyan Bava.  As the chant called on him to bless the congregation, he began to 
beat his chest and shake his head, as though unworthy to do so.  What was particularly 
telling, and maybe subtle, was the grace that exuded from him as this was going on.  From 
when he sat in his chair in the madhbaha, to when he beat his chest, to when he sang, to 
when he blessed, his actions were simply graceful.  I cannot describe it, but, this man, 
Mathews Didyan Bava, was and is transformed by God.  This transformation is evident in 
his face, the wrinkles, the pain with which he lives, the sicknesses that afflict him and the 
smile that everyone knows, everyone loves, and everyone still experiences on his face.  
Even in his weak state now, the glow of God’s light surrounds his face even though he may 
not always be entirely conscious of what is going on around him or sharp in his thinking or 
judgments.  The point that became startlingly evident to me in all of this was this: God is 
truly the one who glorifies.  God is the one who makes the holy, holy. God is the one who 
fills His servants with the grace that shines, just as He filled Mathews Didyan Bava with 
such grace, such overflowing grace that clearly transcends his own human frailties. 

 7) The Greeting: In a most sincere and extemporaneous gesture of love and mutual 
respect, Mathews Didyan Bava, the first to greet the newly blessed Didymus Prethamen 
Bava, placed the flower wreath on Didymus Bava’s neck, Valiya Bava embraced Didymus 
Bava in his arms and kissed him three times.  This moment was rivaled only by the return 
of three kisses from Didymus Bava to the cheeks of Valiya Bava.  I do believe that when I 
looked upon the congregation there were tears all around, from the clergy to the lay, and 
smiles on everyone’s face.  The unplanned loving exchange (which caught even Didymus 
Bava off guard) was particularly refreshing and special for me to have witnessed.  
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(FROM PAGE 7) Bava embraced Didymus Bava in his arms and kissed him three times.  
This moment was rivaled only by the return of three kisses from Didymus Bava to the 
cheeks of Valiya Bava.  I do believe that when I looked upon the congregation there were 
tears all around, from the clergy to the lay, and smiles on everyone’s face.  The 
unplanned loving exchange (which caught even Didymus Bava off guard) was particularly 
refreshing and special for me to have witnessed. 

There were many other moments, some far more subtle, that I could have mentioned, 
but I hope that by covering the points that I have, you have gained an insight and 
appreciation into what went on that day as well as some of my thoughts as I was 
witnessing and participating in this awe-some and blessed day.  I also hope that you 
continue to pray for the Church and those called and chosen to lead her.  Please pray for 
H.H. Baselios Marthoma Didyan Bava, who I was unable to see when I went to visit 
recently due to his most recent struggle against the chicken pox.  Also, please pray for 
H.H. Baselios Marthoma Didymus Prethamen Bava, as he continues to be received 
around Kerala that he continue to receive strength and wisdom to lead the Church in his 
time as Catholicos, and also that God protect his health as he has already approached 85 
years of age.  Please continue to pray. 

Finally, if I could leave you with audio, I would.  Alas, I shall do my best to capture the 
moment.  This final moment took place after the final blessing of the Parumala Perunnal 
(which took place two days after the Blessing).  Mar Osthathios took the microphone 
from Didymus Bava and proudly (in a child-like and giddy manner) presented him to the 
sea of thousands that looked upwards towards the balcony that the bishops stood and 
blessed from and called to the people…  

 

  

Mar Osthathios: Three cheers for His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Didymus the First!  
Hip! Hip! 

People: Hooray! 

Mar Osthathios: Hip! Hip! 

People: Hooray! 

Mar Osthathios: Hip! Hip! 


